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did not succeed till a few years ago, when lie and one of
the native dealers got so many that the market was quite
glutted, and many were sent to Europe. Since then the
bird got scarce again, so this was evidently only a temporary
invasion.
As it is so harmless, I hope no sportsman will shoot it,
especially as it is unfit for food, and in demand as ail orna-
mental bird. It is extremely graceful, but less so in my
opinion than some other cranes, and its yellow eyes give it
a fierce heron-like expression. Its note, as I have heard it
in the London Zoo, is much like that of the Sarus,
though not nearly so strong, and given out in much the
same attitude ; but its windpipe does not coil and enter the
breast-bone like that of the Sarus. Little is known about
its breeding, so that anyone who would take a pair home
or up to the hills and give them the run of a paddock and
pond would probably be able to fill a gap in our
knowledge.
The Common Crane or Coolung.
Gruscommunis.—blanford, Faun. Brit. Ind., Birds
Vol. IV, p. 186.
native names :—Ktirunch, Kurch, Kulang, Hindi;
Ktinj, Sind; Kallam, Deccan; Kulangi, Telugu.
This is a crane of medium size and very elegant form
and carriage, with the tertiary plumes of the wing parti-
cularly well developed, long, broad, and loose textured ;
the bird also possesses the power of raising, and thus
showing off, these plumes in a greater degree than other
-species, though all seems to do it more or less. The
crown only is bald.
In colour this crane varies from light to rather dark grey,
and the long wing plumes from grey with black tips to dull

